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2016 Beauty in Nature – 12-Coin Bar Subscription
Product Specifications:









Coin Metal: Silver plated bars
Coin Weight: 4.58 g (each)
Coin Diameter: 70 mm x 34 mm (each)
Coin Finish: Reverse Proof
Coin Denomination: 25-cent or 50-cent
Year of Issue: 2016
Coin Mintage: 7,500
Country of Issue: Cook and Solomon Islands

Coin Story:
Seas and lakes, mountains and valleys, woods and fields, ice and lava – the beauty of our
world has many faces. The 12 coin bars of this collection show them all, artfully plated with
fine silver and brilliantly showcased in the superb quality of the reverse proof finish. Embark
upon a fascinating trip around our blue planet with these coin bars!
The Beauty in Nature series shows the most beautiful places in the world on 12-coin bars
1. Antelope Canyon
2. Northern Lights
3. Great Barrier Reef
4. Mount Fuji
5. Guilin
6. Masai Mara Desert
7. Nova Scotia
8. Moraine Lake
9. Iceland Glacier
10. Iguazu Falls
11. Twelve Apostles
12. Provence

About the coin bars:
Iguazu Falls
The Iguazu Falls (Spanish: Cataratas del Iguazú) are waterfalls of the Iguazu River on the
border of the Argentine province of Misiones and the Brazilian state of Paraná. The Iguazu Falls
are located where the Iguazu River tumbles over the edge of the Paraná Plateau, 23 kilometres
(14 mi) upriver from the Iguazu's confluence with the Paraná River. Numerous islands along the
2.7-kilometre-long (1.7 mi) edge divide the falls into many separate waterfalls and cataracts,
varying between 60 to 82 metres (197 to 269 ft) high. The number of these smaller waterfalls
fluctuates from 150 to 300, depending on the water level. About 900 metres (2,950 ft) of the 2.7-

kilometre (1.7 mi) length does not have water flowing over it. The edge of the basalt cap
recedes by 3 mm (0.1 in) per year. The water of the lower Iguazu collects in a canyon that
drains into the Paraná River, a short distance downstream from the Itaipu Dam. The junction of
the water flows marks the border between Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay.
Iceland Glaciers
Iceland is known as 'The Land of Fire and Ice'. That is because it has both glaciers and
volcanoes dotted around the island. A glacier is a large, persistent block of ice. Glaciers only
form on land when snow stays long enough in one place to turn into ice. Over years, centuries
even, the snow is compressed into thick ice masses. What's unique about glaciers is their ability
to move. They crawl forwards due to sheer mass - like very slow rivers. Although glaciers are
persistent, they slowly deform as they flow, creating crevasses, cracks and sometimes beautiful
glacier caves!
Northern Lights
The Northern Lights – A Captivating Phenomenon. Skies are often clear in Kiruna when it’s
crisp and cold outside. That is also when the Northern Lights are at their most beautiful, dancing
across the sky in a spectacular display. The Northern Lights, this so named phenomenon, is the
beautiful range of coloured light that you can see moving across the sky in the northern parts of
the world. Its Latin Name, Aurora Borealis, came in to use as early as the 17th century. Aurora
is the goddess of dawn in ancient Roman mythology and Borealis means northerly. A direct
translation would be ‘the northerly light of dawn’. As a naturally occurring phenomenon, the
appearance of the Northern Lights is notoriously difficult to predict any further in advance than
about two hours before it happens. So much is dependent on solar activity and, whilst we can
estimate the number of sunspots that might occur on the sun, we can accurately predict neither
when they will occur nor how frequently.
Provence
Provence is a geographical region and historical province of southeastern France, which
extends from the left bank of the lower Rhône River to the west to the Italian border to the east,
and is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea to the south. The largest city of the region is
Marseille. The Garrigue is the typical landscape of Provence; it is a type of low, soft-leaved
scrubland or chaparral found on limestone soils around the Mediterranean Basin, generally near
the seacoast, where the climate is moderate, but where there are annual summer drought
conditions. Juniper and stunted holm oaks are the typical trees; aromatic lime-tolerant shrubs
such as lavender, sage, rosemary, wild thyme and Artemisia are common garrigue plants. The
open landscape of the garrigue is punctuated by dense thickets of Kermes oak.
Antelope Canyon
Antelope Canyon is a slot canyon in the American Southwest. It is located on Navajo land east
of Page, Arizona. Antelope Canyon includes two separate, scenic slot canyon sections, referred
to individually as "Upper Antelope Canyon" or "The Crack"; and "Antelope Canyon" or "The
Corkscrew". Antelope Canyon was formed by erosion of Navajo Sandstone. Over time the
passageways eroded away, making the corridors deeper and smoothing hard edges in such a
way as to form characteristic 'flowing' shapes in the rock. Antelope Canyon is a popular location
for photographers and sightseers, and a source of tourism business for the Navajo Nation.
Private tour companies have been permitted to offer tours since 1987. It has been accessible by
tour only since 1997, when the Navajo Tribe made it a Navajo Tribal Park. Photography within
the canyons is difficult due to the wide exposure range (often 10 EV or more) made by light
reflecting off the canyon walls.

Twelve Apostles
The Twelve Apostles is a collection of limestone stacks off the shore of the Port Campbell
National Park, by the Great Ocean Road in Victoria, Australia. Their proximity to one another
has made the site a popular tourist attraction. Currently there are eight apostles left, the ninth
stack having collapsed dramatically in July 2005. The apostles were formed by erosion: the
harsh and extreme weather conditions from the Southern Ocean gradually eroded the soft
limestone to form caves in the cliffs, which then became arches, which in turn collapsed; leaving
rock stacks up to 50 metres high. Now because of this erosion there are fewer than ten
remaining. The site was known as the Sow and Pigs (Muttonbird Island, near Loch Ard Gorge,
was the 'Sow', and the smaller rock stacks were the 'Piglets'), the Pinnacles or the Twelve
Apostles. The formation eventually became known as the Twelve Apostles, despite only ever
having nine stacks.
Masai Mara Desert
The Maasai Mara National Reserve (also known as Masai Mara and by the locals as The Mara)
is a large game reserve in Narok County, Kenya; contiguous with the Serengeti National Park in
Mara Region, Tanzania. It is named in honor of the Maasai people (the ancestral inhabitants of
the area) and their description of the area when looked at from afar: "Mara," which is Maa
(Maasai language) for "spotted," an apt description for the circles of trees, scrub, savanna, and
cloud shadows that mark the area. Wildebeest, topi, zebra, and Thomson's gazelle migrate into
and occupy the Mara reserve, from the Serengeti plains to the south and Loita Plains in the
pastoral ranches to the north-east, from July to October or later. Herds of all three species are
also resident in the reserve. All members of the "Big Five" (lion, leopard, African elephant, cape
buffalo, and black rhinoceros) are found in the Maasai Mara.
Nova Scotia
Indian summer is a period of unseasonably warm, dry weather that sometimes occurs in autumn
in the Northern Hemisphere. The US National Weather Service defines this as weather
conditions that are sunny and clear with above normal temperatures, occurring late-September
to mid-November. It is usually described as occurring after a killing frost.
Moraine Lake
Moraine Lake is a glacially fed lake in Banff National Park, 14 kilometres (8.7 mi) outside the
Village of Lake Louise, Alberta, Canada. It is situated in the Valley of the Ten Peaks, at an
elevation of approximately 6,183 feet (1,885 m). The lake has a surface area of 0.5 square
kilometres (0.19 sq mi). The lake, being glacially fed, does not reach its crest until mid to late
June. When it is full, it reflects a distinctive shade of blue. The colour is due to the refraction of
light off the rock flour deposited in the lake on a continual basis. Moraine Lake is only half the
size of its nearby neighbour Lake Louise, but perhaps even more scenic. It’s a glacier-fed lake
situated in the beautiful Valley Of The Ten Peaks in Banff National Park. It’s more like a million
dollar view, but the iconic image of Moraine Lake and the Valley Of The Ten Peaks was used on
the back of Canadian twenty-dollar bills issued between 1969 and 1979. The beautiful deep
blue water with a backdrop of towering snow-capped mountains is one of the most
photographed spots in the Canadian Rockies and possibly in all of Canada.

Great Barrier Reef
One of Australia’s most remarkable natural gifts, the Great Barrier Reef is blessed with the
breathtaking beauty of the world’s largest coral reef. The reef contains an abundance of marine
life and comprises of over 3000 individual reef systems and coral cays and literally hundreds of
picturesque tropical islands with some of the worlds most beautiful sun-soaked, golden
beaches. Because of its natural beauty, the Great Barrier Reef has become one of the worlds
most sought after tourist destinations. A visitor to the Great Barrier Reef can enjoy many
experiences including snorkelling, scuba diving, aircraft or helicopter tours, bare boats (selfsail), glass-bottomed boat viewing, semi-submersibles and educational trips, cruise ship tours,
whale watching and swimming with dolphins. The Great Barrier Reef is one of the seven
wonders of the natural world, and pulling away from it, and viewing it from a greater distance,
you can understand why. It is larger than the Great Wall of China and the only living thing on
earth visible from space.
Mount Fuji
Mount Fuji, located on Honshu Island, is the highest mountain in Japan at 3,776.24 m (12,389
ft). An active stratovolcano that last erupted in 1707–08, Mount Fuji lies about 100 kilometres
(60 mi) south-west of Tokyo, and can be seen from there on a clear day. Mount Fuji's
exceptionally symmetrical cone, which is snow-capped several months a year, is a well-known
symbol of Japan and it is frequently depicted in art and photographs, as well as visited by
sightseers and climbers. Mount Fuji is a distinctive feature of the geography of Japan. It stands
3,776.24 m (12,389 ft) high and is located near the Pacific coast of central Honshu, just west of
Tokyo. It straddles the boundary of Shizuoka and Yamanashi Prefectures. Three small cities
surround it: Gotemba to the east, Fujiyoshida to the north, and Fujinomiya to the southwest. It is
also surrounded by five lakes: Lake Kawaguchi, Lake Yamanaka, Lake Sai, Lake Motosu and
Lake Shoji.
Guilin
Guilin is a prefecture-level city in the northeast of China's Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.
It is situated on the west bank of the Li River and borders Hunan to the north. Its name means
"Forest of Sweet Osmanthus", owing to the large number of fragrant sweet osmanthus trees
located in the city. The city has long been renowned for its scenery of karst topography and is
one of China's most popular tourist destinations. One of the better known tourist destinations of
Southern China, and indeed the whole of China, Guilin, which is a name that literally means Sweet
Osmanthus, is a prefectural city that has a tourism sector driven by one of the best sights in the
entire world, the Li River. With a very rich plant life that embodies far more than the dominant
Sweet Osmanthus, Guilin is a region of Southern China which is sectioned off from main China
by some naturally occurring boundaries, including the Nan Mountains, accounting for the logic
behind its prefectural administrative status but this bodes very well for the tourism industry of the
region. About a dozen small ethnic groups call Guilin home, which is part of the Guangxi
autonomous region, with the Zhuang ethnic group dominating. Guilin is one of the three largest
of the Guangxi region, coming in at number three, behind Nanning and Liuzhou.

